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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

oCo.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V.

TRENT JERMAINE PRESLIE

CASENUMBER:  g.05_mi 00079 TAG

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

{Name and Address of Defendant)

I, the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the following is true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief. On or about and between September 21, 2005 and September 27,
2005, in the County of Kern, State and Eastern District of California, and elsewhere, the defendant did,

> Devise and intend to devise a scheme and artifice to defraud, or for obtaining money by false and fraudulent pretenses
and representations, and did transmit or cause to be transmitted in interstate communications by means of wire or radio,
including but not limited to telephone and other methods, a writing, sign, signal or sound for the purpose of executing such
scheme and artifice to defraud and to obtain money by false and fraudulent pretenses,

in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section{s) 1343. | further state that | am a Special Agent
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that this complaint is based on the following facts:

> Please see attached affidavit which is on the attached sheet and made paft hercof

LSl

Signature of Complainant Ryan McDougal,
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence
_September 29, 2005 at —Bakersfield, California

Date

L)

Name and Tit® of Judicial Officer Sigq;ur}i)fJudicial Officer



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFCRNIA

County of Kern RE: In support of
Criminal Complaint

Trent Jermaine Preslie
AFFIDAVIT

I, Ryan D. McDougal, being duly sworn, hereby depose and
state as follows:

I have been involved in all aspects of this investigation or
have been advised of the specific details of the investigation by
other FBI agents.

On 09/26/2005 I responded to the Red Cross call center for
victims of hurricane Katrina at 401 34th Street, Bakersfield,
California, upon receiving complaints of possible fraud related
to relief funds. Hurricane Katrina is a natural disaster that
occurred in the Gulf Coast region of the United States earlier in
September of 2005. The hurricane caused extensive damage to the
Gulf Cecast region. As a result of that damage, and related
losses, numerous relief agencies have participated in collecting
and distributing disaster relief funds for legitimate victims
that have been displaced by Hurricane Katrina and are in need of
funds. A large portion of those funds are administered and
distributed by the Red Cross.

The call center in Bakersfield is the largest of two
national call centers set up by the Red Cross to field calls from
victims of Hurricane Katrina. The call center is manned by
temporary workers employed by Spherion, a staffing services
company .

The purpose of the call center is to disperse relief funds
to victims who were in the direct path of the hurricane, and who
had to evacuate their homes. When victims of the disaster contact
the call center they are asked questions to verify that they are
eligible for relief. Victims are verified when their pre-disaster
address is within the zip codes determined by Red Cross to be
affected by Katrina. If the victim claims to be from an affected
zip code call center employees are instructed to check the
victim's address in Choicepoint to validate it.

If it is determined that they are eligible for relief
victims are given a unique claim number they can use to claim
money from any Western Union store nationwide. The amount of
money victims are provided is determined by the size of their



family. A single victim is entitled to $360, whereas a family of
five or more is entitled to $1565. The funds are intended to
assist displaced victims with day-to-day living expenses, rather
than pay for actual property damage or loss.

On 09/28/2005, at 1:45pm, I began to enter a Western Union
store located in Bakersfield to conduct follow-up investigation.
Prior to entering the store, I received a telephone call on my
cellular telephone from Western Union security informing me of
the presence of a subject who was posing as a hurricane Katrina
victim in order to fraudulently obtain relief funds. I was
informed that the subject was currently in the store attempting
to conduct a fraudulent transaction. As I was finishing the
telephone call the store manager exited the store and informed me
that the defendant was inside the store and he was trying to
collect money from a previous wire transfer of funds provided by
the Red Cross for Hurricane Katrina victims. As I entered the
store the manager pointed to the defendant and said, “that's
him." I then confronted the defendant and identified myself as
an FBI Special Agent. I asked the defendant if I could ask him
some questions, whereupon the subject turned and ran toward the
exit. Before the defendant was able to exit the store, I subdued
him. The defendant is identified as TRENT PRESLEY, date of birth
5/26/1972.

After arresting PRESLEY, I interviewed employees involved in
the transaction. I learned that the defendant had been in the
store on 09/27/2005 and had collected three checks in the
approximate total amount of $1265 that represented funds from a
Red Cross wire transfer related to Hurricane Katrina relief
funds. Those funds were transmitted in and involving interstate
commerce from the Red Cross in the form of three checks. I have
been informed and believe that the Red Cross maintains its
Hurricane Katrina funds at its bank located in Chicago, Illincis.

On 9/28/05 while interviewing store employees I was informed
that the defendant had cashed two of the three checks at another
location in Kern County and was attempting to cash the remaining
check, in the amount of $500, at this Western Union Store.

I was further informed that the defendant then returned on
09/28/2005, in order to cash the remaining c¢heck from the
transfer. At that time the store manager realized that the wire
transfer from the day before was fraudulent and contacted the
Western Union security department. The security department then
contacted me on my cellular telephone as I was about to enter the
store.,

I have been informed by Red Cross and Western Union
representatives that the actual claim submitted/received by



defendant PRESLIE was in the name of Michael Hitt. Your affiant
has contacted the wife of Hitt and has been informed that they
(Hitt and his wife) have no knowledge of or acquaintance with
Jermaine Preslie in Bakersfield, California. Additionally, they
have not granted permission to Preslie to obtain Hurricane
Katrina relief funds in their name.

During this investigation a state parole officer was
interviewed and informed law enforcement officers participating
in this investigation that the defendant was currently on parole
and being supervised by authorities in Kern County. Information
was also provided which established the defendant was not
residing in Louilsiana or other areas affected by Hurricane
Katrina and therefore, was not entitled to Hurricane Katrina
Relief from Red Cross. Specifically, the parole agent informed
investigators that the defendant is on parole in the State of
California and is not entitled to leave the state absent
permission from his parcle officer. Such permission has not been
requested or granted. Additionally, the defendant is required to
check with his parole officer regularly and last checked in with

his parole officer approximately two weeks ago. It should be
noted that the defendant was not released from prison in
California until approximately August 20, 2005. Hurricane

Katrina struck the United States between approximately August 25
and August 29, 2005. According to the probation officer, after
the defendant was released from prison he resided at the La
Mirage Hotel at 525 Union Avenue, Bakersfield, California. A
parole search was performed at the location on September 28,
2005, and the defendant’s belongings were located therein.

Based on the above information I believe that probable cause
exists to conclude that on September 27, 2005 Trent Presley
received funds from an on-going fraud scheme through and
involving an interstate wire transfer in violation of Title 18,
United States Code, Section(s) 1343.

Wherefore, based upon the facts and circumstances and
information, I submit there is probable cause to believe that
defendant, Trent Jermaine Preslie, has vioclated Title 18, United
States, Code, Section 1343, which makes it a crime to participate
in a scheme to defraud by the use of interstate communications.



T declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the
United States that the foregoing is true and correct to the best

of my knowledge and belief. ;

yvan McDougal
Special Agent, Federal Bureau
Of Investigation

21

sworn to before me, and subscyibed in my presence, this 3&th
day of September, 2005. é(“ %

T e}esa A, Go”/n ia
Unlted Stateg Madistrate Judge
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICTOF CALIFORNIA

PSRN SENNSNFS L I VU e

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V.

AMINAH RANDLE '
CASE NUMBER:5.'05—”U-000‘32 TAG

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

({Name and Address of Delengant)

I the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the following is true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief. On or about and between September 21, 2005 and September 27, 2005, in
the County of Kern, State and Eastern District of California, and elsewhere, the defendant did.

» Devise and intend to devise a scheme and artifice 10 defraud, or for obtaining money by false and fraudulent pretenses and
representations, and did transmit or cause to be transmitted in interstate communications by means of wire or radio, including
but not limited to telcphone and other methods, a writing, sign, signal or sound for the purpose of executing such scheme and
artifice to defraud and to obtain money by false and fraudulent pretenses,

in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section(s) 1343. | further state that |
am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that
this complaint is based on the following facts:

»  Please see attached affidavit which is on the attached sheet and made pa;;./hcrcof

T N
Signawdre of Complainant Ryan f\'{(‘D()llguI,
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation

N

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence

Scptember 30, 2005 at  Bakersfield, California

ULdn ﬂ/&m

Signa ure\bf Judicial Officer




UMNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
CASTEEN DISTRICT CF CALIFCRNIA
County of Kern RE: In suppcrt of

Criminal Complaint
Aminah Randle
AFFIDAVIT

1. 1, Ryan D. McDougal!, being duly sworrn, hereby depose and

=7

.0 as follows:
INTRODUCTION:

2. I have been involved in all aspects of this inves r;gation
or have been advised of the specific details of the investi gation
by other FBI agents. During the course of this invcst*qat on I
have alsc interviewed and c¢btained infcormatiorn from cificial
with the Amerizan Red Cross ard Spherjcrn.

—
n

3. From appreximately August 25, 2005 to August 29, 2C0%, a
catastrophic hurricane (hereinaftor Hu*ricar@ Katrina) struck the
gulf coast (from Florida to and including Louisiana) of the
United States. The damage caused by Hurricane Katrina was

uniprecedented and resulted in the displacement of numerous
residents 0f the affected area.

4. 1 have learred during this investigation trat, in an
offort to provide finarcial assistance to Hurricane Katrine
vicrims, numerous relief agencies have bﬁﬁﬂre involved in
administering relief funds and donas lO'S ur use by Hurricane
Katrina victims and intended to be utiliz fer day Lo day living
expenses (food, lodaing, clething and oth necessities of life).

5. One ol the relief agercies respensible for the
adrinistration of reiief funds as sct fZorth accve is thne American
Red Cross {(hereinafter the Red Cross) . Felief funds available

through the Red Cross are origirally maintained r a bank account

in Chicage Tllinois.

6. Rea Cross
clie

cials have informed re thatl, in crder to
distribute re? : 13 arranded with Westoarn
Jnion to distribute such funds. Western Union mainialns various
branches througheout the United States, including but not limited
o Kern County and other various ccunties with'n the State and
Fastern District of California. Such branches are commonly
located in convenience stores such as Fastrip and 7-1% stores for
instance. I have peen informed by Red Cross officials that
funds are transicrred from the Red Cross bank accoun:t in Chicago,

i
D)
e

9]



Il1lincis, to Western Unicn and 1ts varicus branches via wire
transfers that are maae In interstate commerce and cccur botween
state lines.

7. Red Cross officials have aiso informed me t, shortly
attor Hurricane Katrine struck the United Statcs, tue Red Cross
ser. up a nationwide call center located in Bakerofiold,
Caiifcrnia, which is wi hin the State and Eastern District of
Caisifornia, for the se of asgsisting oligihle nurricane

§ =
ra victims (herelnafter claimants) in obtaining and
s described in paragraph four above.

Fatri
recelving relief funds

-
be
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8. Red Cross officilals have informed me that the call center
in Bakerslicld, California, is the largest of two national call
cernters set up by the Red Cross to field calls from victims of

o

Hurricare Eatrina. The ”al center in 3akersiield, California,
is manned by temporary workers employed by Spherion, a st: tfing

services company.

9. Red Cross officials have informed me that the purpose of
the call center g to distrihbute relief funds to victims who werse
in the direct path of the hurricane, and whe may have been forcea
or otherwise requirced to evacuate their homes. When claimarrts who
were victims of the disaster contact the cail cenitor they are
asked questions to verify that th Py are eligible for relief.
These questicns 1nclude questions concerrning the claimants place
o0f residence, linciuding z:ip code, at the time Hurricana Katrina

struck the United Statos.

o Red Cro

[

have informed me that Hurricane

Katring victims are ver: 38 eligible to receive Red Cross

disaster relisf funds their pre-disastcer address has been

verified as within the zip codes determined by Rod Cress to be

affected by Katrina. If the victim claims o ke from an affected
bl

zip code, call center employees are instructed <o ~heck the
victim's address in Chpluepplnt te validate it. Cholcepoint is a
busiress that provices information, typically via the Intzrnet,
including confirmation of & named person’s address. This
information 1s based upon a public records comoi_ation maintained

py ChoicePoint.,

li. Red Cress officials have informed me that i€ t is
determined that a claimant is eliglble for reli:ef, the claimant

is given a unique claim number they can use to claim money from

any wWestern Jnion store natiornwide. The amaount of money clalmants
sre provided is determined by the size of their family. A single
claimant 1s entitled To $360, whereas a claimant with a family of
five or more 1s entitled to $156€5 I'mese {unds are intended to

as5s1st displaced victims/claimants with day-to-day Livirg
expenses, rather than pay for actual property damage or loss.




PROZABLE CAUSE FOR NAMED DEFENDANT: AMINAH RANDLE

1Z. On or about September 29, 2C05, I obtained an
employrent file for AMINAHM RANDLE (herainafter RANDLE) “rom
officials at SPHERION, which is the staffing services company
subcontracted by the Red Cross to provide individuals to work the
Red Cross call center located in Bakersfield, California, as
described above,

re]
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13. ©Cne of the items [ located re e RANDLE'S
employment file was entitled “Applicaticno crployment” in the
name of AMINAH RANDLE. have been irformed by officials av
SPHERTON that ali individuals workinq the call ceonter must fill
oul an application for employment pri pr te working at the call
center. According to tne application located in RANDLE' S
employmant file, which includes a sigrature of RANDLE, she has

ivec at 501 Tavlor Street, #4¢, Bckv-s:‘” 4, Calltornia, from
January 2004 <o September 15, 2009, cocording to that same
application, RANDLE resided at various locations in Bakersfield,
California, from January 1990 to the prescrnt. Nowhere irn the
appl;cat"r dces RANDLE claim or ctherwise indicate that she over

~

lived within tlhe areas desigrated by the Red Cross a5 those

bt

affected by Hurricane Katrina, or that sne was in ANy wWay an
eligible claimart to receive Hurricane K ina funds from the Red

Cross. it Should atso be rncoted that during Lhe course of rnis
irvestigation I have learned that at least two other individuals
also irvolved in submitting or causing similar fraudulert claims
te the Red Cross call center in Bakcrsfield, California, have
vsed the address §441, Bamursgleld,
California a= their vesidence address. Rased upon such
information, [ believe that RANDLE was a hurricane Katrina
victim and, therefore, was rot eligible Lo receive relief funds
frem the Red Cross.

O
—t
wn
[ew]
0 = 0
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iual‘;n I ha”~ reviewsd rocords
Bakersfield., Cne of
doer IDVY 1 have bson
cLicns conducted by
e are recorded on :he Case Detall By User
ID (herelinafter Case User) printout. I have alsc been informed
rhat each emplcoyee/call cenler employee, including RANDIFR, 1is
assigned a user rame and password that dentlfies them on the
Case User printout. It should be noted that the universal

4. TDuring This
rmaintained by the Red
-

Lhese reocords

T30 L

Informaed py Red Cross of
cach call conter empleye
2

password provided to cmrployees 15 the same for cach employee and
remains rtne same unless changed by the iadividual user.

15. Upon review of Red Cross records, including Case
ID records for RANDLE, T discovered that RANDLE had created at
least two victims account in her own first. and last name and one



victim account in the name of Teonjua RANDLE. 7Tt should bhe noted
that the name “Toniua RANDLE” 1s listed on AMINAH RANDLE' 3
employment applicaticn as perscn to r‘omfacf n case of emergency.
I have been irntftormod py ofiizials at tne Red Cross call cenler
that employees of the call center are _anruar@d not to fili out
or file claims on pehalf of family members cr themselves. By
creatirg each of these accounts, RANDLE was able to obtain a
unique identifying number or PIN number that was intended to be
used by a Hurricane Katrina victim to cbtain financial relief
from Western Union, as set Fprth above. As previcusly noted,
when such PIN number is vprovided to Western Unicn, the holder of
Lhat PIN number would ke able to obtain Hurricane Katrina relief
funds as described above. Based upon a review of Red Cross and
Weslern Unlion records [ determined zZhat many of the PTN numbers
caused to be created by RANDLE have keen submitted to Western
Union for payment and payment has beer issuvcd for Such numbers.

4

P

16.  Upon revicew o e Red Zross recor
RANDLZ alsc croated vie dis

[

approeximaltely 15 clailms t
Califcrnia. The names asscci
include some of the follewing rames: Candice
Johnson and Tonjus RANDLE, as well as Aminah
information I have in this on-going
ol those names aro 21 witn similar fals
claims submitted to thre Ohd Cross call ceonter
California as described abcve,

investigani 1 learncd that

20T Claimant accounts

1/, During the course of this 3
at least ocne of the allegedly fraudul:

established was still cutstanding and had not been cresented to
Western Unilcn for payment. A ¥ learning uhis information, 1
contacted officials at Western Unicn ana reqn@%ted tney notlify me
as soon as the cutstanding account was presented for a claim.
Western Unicn officials informed me thaw, L& sed upon my roguest,
they would put an aler: on the outslanding cialm number and
notify me when it was presented.

18. Cn September 2%, 200%, I was contac oi by Western Union
cificials who informed me that AMINAY RANDLE was 3ocurrantly at at
Western Union cutlen located ‘n a Fastrip =tora in Bakersfiled,
and was attempting to pick up the aforementioned claim.

189, Afrter receiving rctificaticn from western dnion of tLhre
claim, investigating agents immediatel: sponded to the invelved
destern Union outlet.  There agents contacted and supsequently
arrested a female 1dentifiled as AMINAL RANDLY who was the
irndividual Western Uﬂj;h off1c1als indicated had presented a

claim for payment on behalf of RANDLE.

=
”l
1T‘ )]




20. 1 have alsc reviewed a printout provided by Red Cross
officials ¢f RANDLE's user activity while working at the call
center. Acceording to that information, which is the Case Deta
by User 1D descriped abcve, between September 15, 2009, and
September 20, 2005, RANTCLE was responsikble for processing
approximately 15 separate disbursement payment claims that were
retrieved by individuals in Bakersfield, California. Ore of
these claims (Case rumber 1-131830373) was in the name of Aminah
RANDLL. It was in the amcunt cof $1,%65. As set forth above,
that amount represents the maximum relief payment available from
the American Red Cross for Hurrvicane Katrina victims. That amount
i5 o the amount that would ke paild for a perscn claiming to
represent a family c¢f five victims.

E
4 L

Based on the above information I believe that. probable cause
cxists te conclude that on September 29, 2005 AMINAH RANDLE
received funds from an on-going fraud scheme through and

involving an intorstate wire transfer jin viclation of Title g,
Uniited States Code, Section(s) 1343.

Wherefcre, based upen the facts and circumstances and

[

irformation, 1 supmit there is Lprobable czuse to believe that
de!

fendanl, AMINAH RANLLDFE, has violated Title 18, United States,
Code, section 12423, which makos it a crime to participate in a

scheno Lo delraud hy the vse of interstate communicarions,



I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the
United States that the foregoing is true and correst to the best

of my knowledge and belief.

) ’ ) Va
/ ;///)/ K Ve
I S !

= 7 T
Ryan McCcugal
Special Agent, Federal Bureauy
0f Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in Ty prescence, this 350th
day of September, 2005,




£ 91 (Rev. 10/95) Criminal Complaint

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

VL ON—

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V.

ROBERT JOHNSON .
CASE NUMBER: & ! 05'/)1‘/-— 00031 TAG

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

(Name and Address of Defendant)

I, the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the following is true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief. On or about and between September 21, 2005 and September 27, 2005, in
the County of Kemn, State and Eastern District of California, and elsewhere, the defendant did,

> Devise and intend to devise a scheme and artifice to defraud, or for obtaining money by false and fraudulent pretenses and
representations, and did transmit or cause to be transmitted in interstate communications by means of wire or radio, including
but not limited to telephone and other methods, a writing, sign, signal or sound for the purpose of executing such scheme and
artifice to defraud and to obtain money by false and fraudulent pretenses,

in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section(s) 1343. | further state that |
am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that
this complaint is based on the following facts:

> Please see attached affidavit which is on the attached sheet and made p

Signdture of Complainant Ryan"McDougal,
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence
September 30, 2005 at -Bakersfield, California

Date City 2 tate
U5 Maglstate Judae Theresa A, Goloner pctaa /4\&4«/&/

ﬁJ . ~ N N
Name and Tilw of Judicial Officer Signflurc of Judiejal Omcero



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

County of Kern RE: In support of
Criminal Complaint

Robert Johnson
AFFIDAVIT

1. I, Ryan D. McDougal, being duly sworn, hereby depose and
state as follows:

INTRODUCTICN:

2. I have been involved in all aspects of this investigation
or have been advised of the specific details of the investigation
by other FBT agents. During the course of this investigation I
have also 1nterviewed and obtained information from officials
with the American Red Cross and Spherion.

3. From approximately August 25, 2005 to August 29, 2005, a
catastrophic hurricane (hereinafter Hurricane Katrina) struck the
gulf coast (from Florida to and including Louisiana) of the
United States. The damage caused by Hurricane Katrina was
unprecedented and resulted in the displacement of numerous
residents of the affected area.

4. I have learned during this investigation that, in an
effort to provide financial assistance to Hurricane Katrina
victims, numerous relief agencies have become involved in
administering relief funds and donations, for use by Hurricane
Katripa victims and intended to be utilized for day to day living
expenses (food, lodging, clothing and other necessities of life).

5. One of the relief agencies responsible for the
administration of relief funds as set forth above is the American
Red Cross (hereinafter the Red Cross). Relief funds available
through the Red Cross are originally maintained in a bank account
in Chicago Illinois.

6. Red Cross officials have informed me that, in order to
distribute relief funds, the Red Cross has arranged with Western
Union to distribute such funds. Western Union maintains various
branches throughout the United States, including but not limited
to Kern County and other various counties within the State and
Eastern District of California. Such branches are commonly
located in convenience stores such as Fastrip and 7-11 stores for
instance. I have been informed by Red Cross officials that
funds are transferred from the Red Cross bank account in Chicago,



Illinois, to Western Union and its various branches via wire
transfers that are made in interstate commerce and occur between
state lines.

7. Red Cross officials have also informed me that, shortly
after Hurricane Katrina struck the United States, the Red Cross
set up a nationwide call center located in Bakersfield,
California, which is within the State and Eastern District of
California, for the purpose of assisting eligible hurricane
Katrina victims (hereinafter claimants) in obtaining and
receiving relief funds as described in paragraph four above.

8. Red Cross officials have informed me that the call center
in Bakersfield, California, is the largest of two national call
centers set up by the Red Cross to field calls from victims of
Hurricane Katrina. The call center in Bakersfiield, California,
is manned by temporary workers employed by Spherion, a staffing
services company.

3

9. Red Cross officials have informed me that the purpose of
the call center 1s to distribute relief funds to victims who were
in the direct path of the hurricane, and who may have been forced
or otherwise required to evacuate their homes. When claimants who
were victims of the disaster contact the call center they are
asked questions to verify that they are eligible for relief.
These guestions include questions concerning the claimants place
of residence, including zip code, at the time Hurricane Katrina
struck the United States.

10. Red Cross officials have informed me that Hurricane
Katrina victims are verified as eligible to receive Red Cross
disaster relief funds after their pre-disaster address has been
verified as within the zip codes determined by Red Cross to be
affected by Katrina. If the victim claims to be from an affected
zip code, call center employees are instructed to check the
victim's address in Choicepoint to validate it. Choicepoint is a
business that provides information, typically via the Internet,
including confirmation of a named persons’s address. This
information is based upon a public records compilation maintained
by Choicebecint.

11. Red Cross officials have informed me that if it is
determined that a claimant is eligible for relief, the claimant
is given a unique claim number they can use to claim money from
any Western Union store nationwide. The amount of money claimants
are provided is determined by the size of their family. A single
claimant 1is entitled to $360, whereas a claimant with a family of
five or more is entitled to $1565. These funds are intended to
assist displaced victims/claimants with day-to-day living
expenses, rather than pay for actual property damage or loss.



PROBABLE CAUSE FOR NAMED DEFENDANT: RORBERT JCHNSON

12. On or about September 29, 2005, I obtained an
employment file for ROBERT JOHNSON (hereinafter JOHNSON) from
officials at SPHERION, which is the staffing services company
subcontracted by the Red Cross to provide individuals to work the
Red Cross call center located in Bakersfield, California, as
described above.

13. One of the items I located related to JOHNSON’S
employment file was entitled “Application for Employment” in the
name of ROBERT JOHNSON. I have been informed by officials at
SPHERION that all individuals working the call center must fill
out an application for employment prior to working at the call
center. According to the application located in JOHNSON'’S
employvment file, which includes a signature of JOHNSON, he has
lived at 501 Taylor Street, #44, Bakersfield, California, from
June 2003 to “present,” the application was dated September 12
2005. According to that same application, JOHNSON resided at
various locations in Bakersfield, California, from March 1997 to
the present. Nowhere in the application does JOHNSON claim or
otherwise indicate that he ever lived within the areas designated
by the Red Cross as those affected by Hurricane Katrina, or that
he was in any way an eligible claimant to receive Hurricane
Katrina funds from the Red Cross. It should alsc be noted that
during the course of this investigation I have learned that at
least two other individuals also involved in submitting or
causing similar fraudulent claims to the Red Cross call center in
Bakersfield, California, have used the address of 501 Taylor
Street, #44, Bakersfield, California, as their residence address.
Based upon such information, I believe that JOHNSON was not a
Hurricane Katrina victim and, therefore, was not eligible to
receive relief funds from the Red Cross.

14

14. During this investigation I have reviewed records
maintained by the Red Cross call center in Bakersfield. One of
these records was entitled “Case Detail by User ID.” I have been

informed by Red Cross officials that transactions conducted by
each call center employee are recorded on the Case Detail By User
ID (hereinafter Case User) printout. I have also been informed
that each employee/call center employee, including JOHNSON, is
assigned a user name and passwerd that identifies them on the
Case User printout. It should be noted that the universal
password provided to employees is the same for each employee and
remains the same unless changed by the individual user.

15. Upon review of Red Cross records, including Case User
iD records for JOHNSON, I discovered that JOHNSON created at
least one other victim account using the last name of JOHNSON and



residing in Bakersfield, California. By creating this account,
JOHNSON was able to obtain a unique identifying number or PIN
numper that was intended to be used by a Hurricane Katrina victinm
to obtain financial relief from Western Union, as set forth
above. As previously noted, when such PIN number is provided to
Western Unicn, the holder of that PIN number would be able to
obtain Hurricane Katrina relief funds as described above. Based
upon a review of Red Cross and Western Union records I determined
that the PIN number caused to be created by JOHNSON has been
submitted to Western Union for payment and payment has been

issued for such number.

16. Upon review of the Red Cross records I learned that
JOHNSON also created victim disbursement accounts for
approximately 7 distributions that were claimed in Bakersfield,
California. The names associated with these addresses/claims
include some of the following names: Candice Brown, Robert
Johnson and Tonjua Randle, as well as Aminah Randle. Based upon
information I have learned in this on-going investigation, each
of those names are associated with similar false and fraudulent
claims submitted to the Red Cross call center in Bakersfield,
California as described above. For instance, I have learned and
believe that Aminah Randle, who was also a Red Cross Call center
employee, also created, submitted and obtained false claims from
the Red Cross in Bakersfield, California, in the name of Robert
Johnson. Also, I have learned and believe that Candice Brown and
Tonjua Randle received payment based upon false claims made to
the Red Cross call center in Bakersfield, California.

17. During the course of this investigation I learned that
at least one of the allegedly fraudulent claimant accounts
established by AMINIAH RANDLE, who, as stated above, was also a
call center employee responsible for submitting false claims,
was still outstanding and had not been presented to Western Union
for payment. After learning this information, I contacted
officials at Western Union and requested they notify me as soon
as the outstanding account was presented for a claim. Western
Union officials informed me that, based upon my request, they
would put an alert on the outstanding claim number and notify me
when 1t was presented.

18. On September 29, 2005, I was contacted by Western Union
officials who informed me that AMINAH RANDLE was currently at at
Western Union outlet located in a Fastrip store in Bakersfiled,
and was attempting to pick up the aforementioned claim.

19. After receiving notification from Western Union of *the
claim, investigating agents immediately responded to the involved
Western Union outlet. There agents contacted and subsequently
arrested a female identified as AMINAH RANDLE who was the



individual Western Union cfficials indicated had presented a
claim for payment on behalf of RANDLE.

20. While contacting RANDLE, agents observed a male who
appeared to pbe walting outside the Fastrip in a motor vehicle.
Upon contacting that individual, he identified himself at ROBERT
JOHNSON . Initially, JOHNSON claimed he was waiting for his
girlfriend who was inside the Fastrip store. Later, Johnson
changed his story, claiming he was waiting for his girlfriend who
had not yet arrived at the Fastrip.

21. Another agent also at the Fastrip recognized JOHNSON
from a photo he had observed while participating in this
investigation. That agent had previously learned that JOHNSON
was also a Red Cross call center employee. That agent had
previously reviewed records of the Red Cross call center which
caused him to believe that JOHNSON was also involved in
submitting false claims to the call center. Specifically, the
agent had reviewed JOHONSON’S employment records and had
determined that, while acting as a call center employee, JOHNSON
had created client accounts in the name of AMINAH RANDLE and
CANDICE BROWN., Agents were aware that each of those individuals
were not entitled to receive Hurricane Katrina relief funds from
the Red Cross. During the initial contact with JOHNSON, he
informed agents that both BROWN and RANDLE were his girlfriends.

22. I have also reviewed a printout provided by Red Cross
officials of JOHNSON’S user activity while working at the call
center. According to that information, which is the Case Detail
by User ID described above, between September 15, 2005, and
September 20, 2005, JOHNSON was responsible for processing
approximately 7 separate disbursement payment claims that were
retrieved in Bakersfield, California. One of these claims (Case
number 1-10800975) was in the name of AMINAH RANDLE. It was in
the amount of $£1,565. As set forth above, that amount represents
the maximum relief payment available from the American Red Cross
for Hurricane Katrina victims. That amount is the amount that
would be paid for a person claiming to represent a family of five
victims. Based upon this investigation, I learned that AMINIAH
RANDLE was also a call center employee and was not eligible to
receive relief funds from the Red Cross call center.

Based on the above information I believe that probable cause
exists to conclude that on September 29, 2005 ROBERT JOHNSON
received funds from an on-going fraud scheme through and
involving an interstate wire transfer in violation of Title 18,
United States Code, Section(s) 1343.

Wherefore, based upon the facts and circumstances and
information, I submit there is probable cause to believe that



defendant, ROBERT JOHNSON, has violated Title 18, United States,
Code, Section 1343, which makes it a crime to participate in a
scheme to defraud by the use of interstate communications.



I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the
United States that the foregoing is true and correct to the best
of my knowledge and belief.

LN,
/

/
/é¢¢a ///?ZZ/ ayﬁ%/'/

Ryan M@Dougal
Special Agent, Feaerai Bureau
Of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subsa
day of September, 2005. ,

Uhited States

ribed in my presence, this 30th

Gistrate Judge
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN  DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

RGN

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V.

ELIZABETH KAY RAY _ S
CASE NUMBER:S / 05 -1 j= Q0085 TAG

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

{Name and Address of Defendant)

I, the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the following is true and correct to the

best of my knowledge and belief. On or about September 16, 2005, in the County of Kern, State and Eastern
District of California, and elsewhere, the defendant did,

» Devisc and intend to devise a scheme and artifice to defraud, or for obtaining money by false and fraudulent pretenses and
representations, and did transmit or cavse to be transmitted in interstate communications by means of wire or radio, including
but not limited to telephone and other methods, a writing, sign, signal or sound for the purpose of executing such scheme and
artifice to defraud and to obtain money by false and fraudulent pretenses, and did aid and abet the same

in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section(s) 1343. | further state that |
am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that
this complaint is based on the following facts:

»  Please see attached affidavit which is on the attached sheet and made pa;f’hereof /"

///1///477/%/

Signatmfe/of(omplamam Ryan McPougal,
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence

_September 30, 2005 at

ield, California

Date City gnd State J
U5 Alygistate Todee. Thersie A Loblyer ' el ,// 1770

[
Name and TM(\ of Judicial Officer d SJg-Lmurc of Judicial Officer

N



UONITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

County of Kern RE: In support of
Criminal Complaint

Elizabeth Kay Ray
AFFIDAVIT

1. I, Ryan D. McDougal, being duly sworn, hereby depose and
state as follows:

INTRODUCTION:

2. 1 have been involved in all aspects of this investigation
or have been advised of the specific details of the investigation
by other FBI agents. During the course of this investigation I

have also interviewed and obtained information from officials
with the American Red Cross and Spherion.

3. From approximately August 25, 2005 to August 29, 2005, a
catastrophic hurricane (hereinafter Hurricane Katrina) struck the
gulf coast (from Florida to and including Louisiana) of the
United States. The damage caused by Hurricane Katrina was
unprecedented and resulted in the displacement of numerous
residents of the affected area.

4. I have learned during this investigation that, in an
effort to provide financial assistance to Hurricane Katrina
victims, numerous relief agencies have become involved in
administering relief funds and donations, for use by Hurricane
Katrina victims and intended to be utilized for day to day living
expenses (food, lodging, clothing and other necessities of life).

5. One of the relief agencies responsible for the
administration of relief funds as set forth above is the American
Red Cross (hereinafter the Red Cross). Relief funds available
through the Red Cross are originally maintained in a bank account
in Chicago Illinois.

6. Red Cross officials have informed me that, in order to
distribute relief funds, the Red Cross has arranged with Western
Union to distribute such funds. Western Union maintains various
branches throughout the United States, including but not limited
to Kern County and other various counties within the State and
Bastern District of California. Such branches are commonly
located in convenience stores such as Fastrip and 7-11 stores for
instance. I have been informed by Red Cross officials that
funds are transferred from the Red Cross bank account in Chicago,



Illinois, to Western Unicn and 1its various branches via wire
transfers that are made in interstate commerce and occur between
state lines.

7. Red Cross officials have also informed me that, shortly
after Hurricane Katrina struck the United States, the Red Cross
set up a nationwide call center located in Bakersfield,
California, which is within the State and Eastern District of
California, for the purpose of assisting eligible hurricane
Katrina victims (hereinafter claimants) in obtaining and
receiving relief funds as described in paragraph four above.

8. Red Cross officials have informed me that the call center
in Bakersfield, California, is the largest of two national call
centers set up by the Red Cross to field calls from victims of
Hurricane Katrina. The call center in Bakersfield, California,
is manned by temporary workers employed by Spherion, a staffing
services company.

9. Red Cross officials have informed me that the purpose of
the call center is to distribute relief funds to victims who were
in the direct path of the hurricane, and who may have been forced
or otherwise required to evacuate their homes. When claimants who
were victims of the disaster contact the call center they are
asked questions to verify that they are eligible for relief.
These questions include questicns concerning the claimants place
of residence, including zip code, at the time Hurricane Katrinsa
struck the United States.

10. Red Cross officials have informed mc that Hurricane
Katrina victims are verified as eligible to receive Red Cross
disaster relief funds after their pre-disaster address has been
verified as within the zip codes determined by Red Cross to be
aftfected by Katrina. If the victim claims to be from an affected
zip code, call center employees are instructed to check the
victim's address in Choicepoint to validate it. Choicepoint is a
business that provides information, typically via the Internet,
including confirmation of a named person’s address. This
information 1s based upon a public records compilation maintained
by ChoicePoint.

11. Red Cross officials have informed me that if it is
determined that a claimant is eligible for relief, the claimant
is given a unigue claim number they can use to claim money from
any Western Union store nationwide. The amount of money claimants
are provided is determined by the size of their family. A single
claimant is entitled to $360, whereas a claimant with a family of
five or more is entitled to $1565. These funds are intended to
assist displaced victims/claimants with day-to-day living
expenses, rather than pay for actual property damage or loss.

s



PROBABLE CAUSE FOR NAMED DEFENDANT: ELIZABETH RAY

12. On or about September 29, 2005, I obtained an
employment file for ELIZABETH RAY (hereinafter RAY) from
officials at SPHERION, which is the staffing services company
subcontracted by the Red Cross to provide individuals to work the
Red Cross call center located in Bakersfield, California, as
described above.

13. One of the items I located related to RAY’S employment
file was entitled “Application for Employment” in the name of
ELIZABETH RAY. I have been informed by officials at SPHERION
that all individuals working the call center must fill out an
application for employment prior to working at the call center.
According to the application located in RAY’S employment file,
which includes a signature of RAY, she has lived at 3512 Carcamen
Drive, Bakersfield, California, from December 2003 to September,
2005. Nowhere in the application does RAY claim or otherwise
indicate that she ever lived within the areas designated by the
Red Cross as those affected by Hurricane Katrina, or that she was
in any way an eligible claimant to receive Hurricane Katrina
funds from the Red Cross.

14. During this investigation I have reviewed records
maintained by the Red Cross call center in Bakersfield. One of
these records was entitled “Case Detail by User ID.” I have been

informed by Red Cross officials that transactions conducted by
each call center employee are recorded on the Case Detail By User
ID (hereinafter Case User) printout. I have also been informed
that each employee/call center employee, including RAY, is
assigned a user name and password that identifies them on the
Case User printout. It should be noted that the universal
password provided to employees is the same for each employee and
remains the same unless changed by the individual user.

15. Upon review of Red Cross records, including Case User
1D records for RAY, I discovered that RAY had created at least
cne victim account in the name of Larry Wilkerson. It should be
noted that the name “Larry Wilkerson” is listed on ELIZARETH
RAY's employment application as a person to contact in case of
emergency. Additionally, the phone number listed for Wilkerson
matches the phone number that RAY lists on her application as her
own home phone number. I have been informed by officials at the
Red Cross call center that employees of the call center are
instructed not to fill out or file claims on behalf of family
members or themselves. By creating this account, RAY was able to
obtain a unique identifying number or PIN number that was
intended to be used by a Hurricane Katrina victim to obtain
financial relief from Western Union, as set forth above. As

3



previously noted, when such PIN number is provided to Western
Union, the holder of that PIN number would be able to obtain
Hurricane Katrina relief funds as described above. Based upon a
review of Red Cross and Western Union records I determined that
at least one of the PIN numbers caused to be created by RAY has
been submitted to Western Union for payment and payment has been
issued for such numbers. The payment for that PIN number was
$1565.

16. I have also had the opportunity to review ChoicePoint
records for Larry Wilkerson. I am informed and believe that the
ChoicePoint record I reviewed contains the same information on
the ChoicePoint records utilized by the Red Cross call center to
verify whether Wilkerson was living in the area affected by
Hurricane Katrina and whether he was eligible to receive Red
Cross relief funds. The ChoicePoint record I reviewed contained
a home address and phone number for Wilkerson. The home address
and phone number for Wilkerson listed on the ChoicePoint document
matches the home address and phone number that RAY listed on her
employment application as both her own address and phone number
and the home address and phone number Wilkerson as her emergency
contact. Based upon the review of the ChoicePoint records and
the information contained therein, which matches the information
for Wilkerson contained in Ray’s employment application, I
believe that Larry Wilkerson was not a person who was eligible to
recelve Hurricane Katrina relief funds paid by Red Cross and that
the Wilkerson claim described herein, that was submitted and
caused to be submitted by Ray, was false and fraudulent.

loa. I have also reviewed photographs obtained from the
Money Mart at 4117 Ming Avenue, Bakersfield, Califcrnia. FEach of
the photographs provided to me is dated September 16, 2005. I
have also learned that the Money Mart is a Western Union outlet
that distributes cash by and on behalf of Western Union. I have
been informed that the funds provided by Red Cross to Western
Union for the cash payments made by Western Union are transferred
in interstate commerce from the Red Cross bank account in
Chicago, TIllinois teo Western Union. These photographs depict two
Western Union checks, each made out to “Larry Wilkerson.” One
is in the amount of $1,000 and the other in the amount of $565.
That is the amount of the claim for Larry Wilkerson that Red
Cross records indicate was prepared by RAY.

Based on the above information I believe that probable cause
exlsts to conclude that on approximately September 16, 2005,
ELTZABETH KAY RAY caused a false and fraudulent claim on behalf
of Larry Wilkerson to be submitted to the Red Cross call center
in Bakersfield California. I also believe that such claim

it



resulted in the payment of such claim by Western Union to a
person presenting himself as Larry Wilkerson and, therefore, RAY
caused another to receive funds from an on-going fraud scheme
through and involving an interstate wire transfer in violation of
Title 18, United States Code, Section(s) 1343,

Wherefore, based upon the facts and circumstances and
information, I submit there is probable cause to believe that
defendant, ELIZABETH KAY RAY, has violated Title 18, United
States, Code, Section 1343, which makes it a crime to participate
in a scheme to defraud by the use of interstate communicalbions.

A



I declare under penalty cof perjury under the laws of the
United States that the foregoing is true and correct to the best

of my knowledge and belief.
/ZQaak/é;iéy/ 4///

Ryar cDoug 1
Special Agent, Federal Bureau
Of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and sumscrlbod in my prcqence, this 30th

day of September, 2005.
4//1%@4/ L / /éﬁ@/{m /

Theresa A. Golds
United States {Qc strate Judge




AQ 91 (Rev. 10/95) Criminal Compiaint

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN  DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

oL -

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V.

CANDICE BROWN .
CASE NUMBER:5'05~MJ-00033 7TAG

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

{Name and Address of Defendanti

[, the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the following is true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief. On or about and between September 15, 2005, in the County of Kern,
State and Eastern District of California, and elsewhere, the defendant did,

» Devise and intend to devise a scheme and artifice to defraud, or for obtaining money by false and fraudulent pretenses and
representations, and did transmit or cause to be transmitted in interstate communications by means of wire or radie, including
but not limited to telephone and other methods, a writing, sign, signal or sound for the purpose of executing such scheme and
artifice to defraud and to obtain money by false and fraudulent pretenses,

in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section(s) 1343. | further state that |
am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that
this complaint is based on the following facts:

24
> Please see attached affidavit which is on the attached sheet and made paft herec

K M ] (_
Signdrc of Complainant Ryan Tﬁ‘l)ougal,
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence

September 30, 2005 at _Bakerstield, Calitornia

Date

e i
Sig‘a!urc of Judicial Officer

Nanme and Ny of Judicial Officer
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FROBARLZ CAUSE FCR NAMED DEFENDANT: CANDICE ERCWN
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AO 91 (Rev. 10/95) Criminal Complaint

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

>O0-

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V.

TONJUA RANDLE ‘
CASE NUMBER:5:05-m |- 00034 TAG

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

{Name and Address of Defendant)

I, the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the following is true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief. On or about September 21, 2005, in the County of Kern, State and Eastern
District of California, and elsewhere, the defendant did,

> Devise and infend fo devise a scheme and artifice to defraud, or for obtaining money by false and fraudulent pretenses and
representations, and did transmit or cause to be transmitted in interstate comnunications by means of wire or radie, including
but not limited to telephone and other methods, a writing, sign, signal or sound for the purpose of executing such scheme and
artifice to defraud and to obtain money by false and frandulent pretenses,

in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section(s) 1343. | further state that |
am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that
this complaint is based on the following facts:

»  Please sce attached affidavit which is on the attached sheet and made parwﬂreof /

R W

Sigrfitare of Complainant Ryan McDougal,
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence
September 30, 2005 at

Date

Name and ™le of Judicial Officer Signature of Judicial Officer



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIEFORNIA

County of Kern RE: In support of
Criminal Complaint

Tonjua Randle
AFFIDAVIT

1. I, Ryan D. McDougal, being duly sworn, hereby depose and
state as follows:

INTRODUCTION:

2. I have been involved in all aspects of this investigation
or have been advised of the specific details of the investigation
by other FBI agents. During the course of this investigation I
have also interviewed and obtained information from officials
with the American Red Cross and Spherion.

3. From approximately August 25, 2005 to August 29, 2005, a
catastrophic hurricane (hereinafter Hurricane Katrina) struck the
gulf coast (from Florida to and including Louisiana) of the
United States. The damage caused by Hurricane Katrina was
unprecedented and resulted in the displacement of numerous
residents of the affected area.

4. I have learned during this investigation that, in an
effort to provide financial assistance to Hurricane Katrina
victims, numerous relief agencies have become involved in
administering relief funds and donations, for use by Hurricane
Katrina victims and intended to be utilized for day to day living
expenses (food, lodging, clothing and other necessities of life).

5. One of the relief agencies responsible for the
administration of relief funds as set forth above is the American
Red Cross (hereinafter the Red Cross). Relief funds available
through the Red Cross are originally maintained in a bank account
in Chicago Illinois.

6. Red Cross officials have informed me that, in order to
distribute relief funds, the Red Cross has arranged with Western
Union to distribute such funds. Western Union maintains various
branches throughout the United States, including but not limited
to Kern County and other various counties within the State and
Eastern District of California. Such branches are commonly
located in convenience stores such as Fastrip and 7-11 stores for
instance. I have been informed by Red Cross officials that
funds are transferred from the Red Cross bank account in Chicago,



Illinois, to Western Union and its various branches via wire
transfers that are made in interstate commerce and occur between
state lines,

7. Red Cross officials have also informed me that, shortly
after Hurricane Katrina struck the United States, the Red Cross
set up a nationwide call center located in Bakersfield,
California, which is within the State and Eastern District of
California, for the purpose of assisting eligible hurricane
Katrina victims (hereinafter claimants) in obtaining and
receiving relief funds as described in paragraph four above.

8. Red Cross officials have informed me that the call center
in Bakersfield, California, is the largest of two national call
centers set up by the Red Cross to field calls from victims of
Hurricane Katrina. The call center in Bakersfield, California,
is manned by temporary workers employed by Spherion, a staffing
services company.

9. Red Cross officials have informed me that the purpose of
the call center is to distribute relief funds to victims who were
in the direct path of the hurricane, and who may have been forced
or otherwise required to evacuate their homes. When claimants who
were victims of the disaster contact the call center they are
asked questions to verify that they are eligible for relief.
These questions include gquestions concerning the claimants place
of residence, including zip cocde, at the time Hurricane Katrina
struck the United States.

10. Red Cross officials have informed me that Hurricane
Katrina victims are verified as eligible to receive Red Cross
disaster relief funds after their pre-disaster address has been
verified as within the zip codes determined by Red Cross to be
affected by Katrina. If the victim claims to be from an affected
zip code, call center employees are instructed to check the
victim's address in Choicepoint to validate it. Choicepoint is a
business that provides information, typically via the Internet,
including confirmation of a named persons’s address. This
informatiocn is based upon a public records compilaticn maintained
by ChoicePoint.

11. Red Cross officials have informed me that if it is
determined that a claimant is eligible for relief, the claimant
is given a unique claim number they can use to claim money from
any Western Union store nationwide. The amount of money claimants
are provided is determined by the size of their family. A single
claimant is entitled to $360, whereas a claimant with a family of
five or more is entitled to $1565. These funds are intended to
assist displaced victims/claimants with day-to-day living
expenses, rather than pay for actual property damage or loss.



PROBABLE CAUSE FOR NAMED DEFENDANT: TONJUA RANDLE

12, During the course of this investigation I have reviewed
photographs provided by or on behalf of the Money Mart store
located at 4117 Ming Avenue, Bakersfield, California. FEach of
the photographs provided to me is dated September 21, 2005. I
have also learned that the Money Mart is a Western Union outlet
that distributes cash by and on behalf of Western Union.

13. As set forth above, I know that Western Union has
arranged with the Red Cross to be a distribution point for relief
funds available for Hurricane Katrina relief victims. I also
know that in order to be eligible for such funds, a person
claiming to be a Hurricane Katrina victim must provide
information to the Red Cross establishing that they resided in
the area affected by the hurricane during the time of the
hurricane. Such information includes the ZIP code of the person
claiming to be eligible for relief.

14. Upon review of the photos noted in paragraph twelve
above (each dated September 21, 2005), I observed a photograph of
an individual who appeared to be TONJUA RANDLE. The photograph,
which is attached hereto, shows RANDLE standing at the Western
Union Counter. Two additional photographs, also attached hereto,
show two checks made out to “Tonjua Randle” in the amounts of
$565 and $1,000. I was informed by Western Union officials that
the check represents payment from the Red Cross intended for
Hurricane Katrina victims. The next photograph, also attached
hereto, 1s a California Identification card in the name of
“"Tonjua Randle” laying on top of one of the checks (in the amount
of $1,000) depicted in the previous photograph.

15. I also have been informed that the funds represented by
the check depicted in the photograph described above are funds
provided by the Red Cross that originated from the Red Cross bank
account in Chicago, Illinois, and that such funds were
transmitted in interstate commerce.

16. I have been informed and believe that TONJUA RANDLE,
the person depicted in the photograph above cashing a Western
Union check representing Red Cross Funds intended for Hurricane
Katrina Relief victims was not entitled to receive such funds and

that her claim for such funds was false and fraudulent. I
pelieve that BROWN was not a Hurricane Katrina victim, therefore,
was not eligible to receive relief funds from the Red Cross. I

have reached this conclusion based on the following:



a. I have examined ChoicePoint records.
Essentially, ChoicePoint is a database that
maintains identification and property records
for individuals. Those reccords establish
that RANDLE has resided in Bakersfield on a
continuous basis since at least 2000. There
18 no indication in those records that RANDLE
ever resided in any area designated by the
Red Cross as affected by Hurricane Katrina.
Since RANDLE did not reside in the affected
area, she did not qualify as a Hurricane
Katrina victim and therefore was not entitled
to receive relief funds from the Red Cross.

b. I have also determined, based on a review of
Red Cross records, that AMINAH RANDLE created
the Red Cross client account in the name of
TONJUA RANDLE. That account resulted in what
the Red Cross records depict as a “successful
payment” in the amount of $1,565 for funds
distributed in Bakersfield, California.

I know and belief that AMINAH RANDLE was
employed at the Red Cross call center during
the time that the client claim was submitted
for TONJUA RANDLE. I also know that AMINAH
RANDLE is responsible for submitting numerous
false claims to the Red Cross call center on
her behalf and the behalf of others. Upon
review of AMINAH RANDLE’s employment
application, she lists TONJUA RANDLE as a
person to contact in case of emergency. The
phone number listed for TONJUA RANDLE is in
the 661 area code which 1 know to be an area
code for Kern County, California, and not an
area code for any area affected by Hurricane
Katrina.

@]

Based on the above information I believe that probable cause
exists to conclude that on September 21, 2005, TONJUA RANDLE
received funds from an on-going fraud scheme through and
involving an interstate wire transfer in vioclation of Title 18,
United States Code, Section(s) 1343.

Wherefore, based upon the facts and circumstances and
information, I submit there is probable cause to believe that
defendant, TONJUA RANDLE, has violated Title 18, United States,



Code, Section 1343, which makes it a crime to participate in a
scheme to defraud by the use of interstate communications and aid
and abet the same.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the
United States that the foregoing is true and correct tc the best

of my knowledge and belief.
// ////Q—A/

Ryad cDougaW
Spe_lal Agent, Federal Bureau
Of Investigation

sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence, this 30th
day of September, 2005.

United States istrate Judge
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AO 91 {Rev. 10/95) Criminal Complaint

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

EASTERN  DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

0o,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V.

Stanley Bernard Lewis

CASE NUMBER: 5: 05-mj- 00086 TAG
CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

{Name and Address of Defendant}

I, the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the following is true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief. On or about October 1, 2005, in the County of Kern, State and Eastern
District of California, and elsewhere, the defendant did,

»  Devise and intend to devise a scheme and artifice to defraud, or for obtaining money by false and fraudulent pretenscs
and representations, and did transmit or cause to be transmitted in interstate communications by means of wire or radio,
including but not limited to telephone and other methods, a writing, sign, signal or sound for the purpose of executing such
scheme and artifice to defraud and to obtain money by false and fraudulent pretenses,

in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section{s) 1343. 1 further state that |
am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that
this complaint is based on the following facts:

»  Please sce attached affidavit which is on the attached sheet and made part hercof

e

Signature of Comphinant Sean Kaul,
Special Agent, Federal Burcau of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence
Qctober 3, 2005 at _Bakersfield, California

pue atf 20 a.m. %ﬁ City m
Thertsa. A- ol

Name aid/Tite of Judicial Officer Sigifature of Judicial Officer



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

County of Kern RE: In support of
Criminal Complaint

Stanley Bernard Lewig

AFFIDAVIT
1. I, Sean L. Kaul, being duly sworn, hereby depose and
state as follows:

INTRODUCTIOCN::

2. I have been involved in all aspects of this investigation
or have been advised of the specific details of the investigation
by other FBI agents. During the course of this investigation I
have also been advised by other FBI agents who interviewed and
obtained information from officials with the American Red Cross
and Spherion.

3. From approximately August 25, 2005 to August 29, 2005, a
catastrophic hurricane (hereinafter Hurricane Katrina) struck the
gulf coast (from Florida to and including Louisiana) of the
United States. The damage caused by Hurricane Katrina was
unprecedented and resulted in the displacement of numerous
residents of the affected area.

4. I have learned during this investigation that, in an
effort to provide financial assistance to Hurricane Katrina
victims, numerous relief agencies have become involved in
administering relief funds and donations, for use by Hurricane
Katrina victims and intended to be utilized for day to day living
expenses (food, lodging, clothing and other necessities of life).

5. One of the relief agencies responsible for the
administration of relief funds as set forth above is the American
Red Cross (hereinafter the Red Cross). Relief funds available
through the Red Cross are originally maintained in a bank account
in Chicago Illinois.

6. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that, in order
to distribute relief funds, the Red Cross has arranged with
Western Union to distribute such funds. Western Union maintaing
various branches throughout the United States, including but not
limited to Kern County and other various counties within the
State and Eastern District of California. Such branches are
commonly located in convenience stores such as Fastrip and 7-11
stores for instance. I have been informed by Red Cross



cfficials that funds are transferred from the Red Cross bank
account in Chicago, Illinois, to Western Unicn and its various
branches via wire transfers that are made in interstate commerce
and occur between state lines.

7. Red Cross officials have also informed the FBI that,
shertly after Hurricane Katrina struck the United States, the Red
Cross set up a nationwide call center located in BRakersfield,
California, which is within the State and Eastern District of
California, for the purpose of assisting eligible hurricane
Katrina victims (hereinafter claimants) in obtaining and
receiving relief funds as described in paragraph four above.

8. Red Cross cfficials have informed the FBI that the call
center in Bakersfield, California, is the largest of two national
call centers set up by the Red Cross to field calls from victims
of Hurricane Katrina. The call center in Bakersfield,
California, is manned by temporary workers employed by Spherion,
a staffing services company.

9. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that the
purpose of the call center is to distribute relief funds to
victims who were in the direct path of the hurricane, and who may
have been forced or otherwise required to evacuate their homes.
When claimants who were victims of the disaster contact the call
center they are asked guestions to verify that they are eligible
for relief. These questions include questions concerning the
claimants place of residence, including zip code, at the time
Hurricane Katrina struck the United States,

10. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that
Hurricane Katrina victims are verified as eligible to receive Red
Cross disaster relief funds after their pre-disaster address has
been verified as within the zip codes determined by Red Cross to
be affected by Katrina. If the victim claims to be from an
affected zip code, call center employees are instructed to check
the victim's address in Choicepoint to validate it. Choicepoint
is a business that provides information, typically via the
Internet, including confirmation of a named persons’s address.
This information is based upon a public records cempilation
maintained by ChoicePoint.

11. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that if it is
determined that a claimant is eligible for relief, the claimant
is given a uniqgue claim number they can use to claim money from
any Western Union store nationwide. The amount of money claimants
are provided is determined by the size of their family. A single
claimant is entitled to $360, whereas a claimant with a family of
five or more is entitled to $1565. These funds are intended to
assist displaced victims/claimants with day-to-day living

A



expenses, rather than pay for actual property damage or loss.
PROBABLE CAUSE FOR NAMED DEFENDANT: Stanley Bernard Lewis

12. ©On or about October 1, 2005, I was contacted at the
Bakersfield FBI office by the owner of the Vest Market, 1831
Chester Avenue, Bakersfield, California. The owner advised that
an unknown male, later identified as Stanley Lewis, had entered
the Vest Market and was attempting to utilize Western Union
transaction number 1-AQAZR0930 to receive Hurricane Katrina
relief funds from the Red Cross in the name of Mike Johnson, 306
Melanice La, City Gray, Louisana. The owner advised that the
unknown male was suspicious and was unable to provide
identification. The owner further believed this individual was
not Mike Johnson.

13. I responded to Vest Market and made contact with
Stanley Bernard Lewils, born 1/22/1961. Lewis was in possession
of a Western Union money request form in the name of Mike
Johnson. After interviewing Lewis, I learned Lewis had attempted
to gain funds through Western Union in the name of Mike Johnson,
an individual unknown to Lewis. Lewis advised that he was born
in Santa Monica, California and he later relocated to
Bakersfield, California where he has lived since he was a young
boy. Lewis is not from Louisiana nor was Lewis in or around
Louisiana during Hurricane Katrina. Based upon the above
information, I believe that Lewis was not a Hurricane Katrina
victim and, therefore, was nct eligible to receive relief funds
from the Red Cross.

14. I am also familiar with the payment system in place
between the Red Cross and Western Union. I have been informed
that each time a claim number is presented at a Western Union
branch that Western Union performs an electronic verification to
confirm the PIN represents a Red Cross claim for payment. I have
been informed by Western Union representatives that such
inguiries are transmitted electronically (by means of a wire
communication) to one of two Western Union database/computer
record centers located in the states of Texas and Missouri for
the purposes of verifying the transaction. Upon completing the
verification, the request is electronically forwarded to the
Western Union Center located in Charlotte, North Carolina, where
the Red Cross funds are released. - FRCP R

N SEE Atrpenee FAEGearns (ST mawp [ (MoCpefTE 27 cﬂbgﬁi":ﬂce

Based on the above information I believe that probable cause = )
exists to conclude that on October 1, 2005 Stanley Lewis <
attempted to received funds from an on-going fraud scheme through é#/
and inveolving an interstate wire transfer in violation of Title A?
18, United States Code, Section{s) 1343,

S



Wherefore, based upon the facts and circumstances and
information, I submit there is probable cause to believe that
defendant, Stanley Lewis, has violated Title 18, United States,
Code, Section 1343, which makes it a crime to participate in a
scheme tc defraud by the use of interstate communications.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the
United States that the foregoing is true and correct to the best
of my knowledge and belief.

Sean Kaul
Special Agent, Federal Bureau
Of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subsgfibed in my presence, this 3rd

day of October, 2005. /%

Tﬂpggsa A. Goldn
United States Mggistygate Judge




ATTACHED PARAGRAPHS 15 and 16 TO AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

15. 1 have been informed that in order to produce a PIN number, an employee at the Red Cross call center in
Bakersfield, California must access the internet and Choice Point, as described in Paragraph 10 above, to
verify that the person is a Hurricane Katrina victim, thereby resulting in interstate communication.

16. Iinterviewed Stanley Lewis when I made contact with him on October 1, 2005. Prior to interviewing
Stanley Lewis, I advised him of his Miranda rights, and he waived those rights in writing. During the
interview, Stanley Lewis admitted that he had communicated with a call center employee who had
provided him with the above name and claim PIN number. Based upon this admission, Stanley Lewis

aided and abetted the call center employee in making an interstate communication in furtherance of the
fraud,
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AD 81 {Rev. 10/95) Criminal Complaint

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

EASTERN  DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

000
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V.
Sheena Monae Porter \
CASE NUMBER:5: 05-m)-000 §8 TAG

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

(Name and Address of Defendant)

I, the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the following is true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief. On or about October 1, 2005, in the County of Kern, State and Eastern
District of California, and elsewhere, the defendant did,

> Devise and intend to devise a scheme and artifice to defraud, or for obtaining money by false and fraudulent pretensces
and representations, and did transmit or cause to be transmitted in interstate communications by means of wire or radio,
including but not limited to tclephone and other methods, a writing, sign, signal or sound for the purpose of exccuting such
scheme and artifice to defraud and to obtain money by false and fraudulent pretenses,

in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section(s) 1343, | further state that |
am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that
this complaint is based on the following facts: ‘ PN

»  Please see attached affidavit which is on the attached sheet and mad

N/ .//(;'7 C‘s
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Signature of Compluifant Anthony K. Sorensen,
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence

October 3, 2005 . at - Bakergfield, California

Date d"f 21 0 % P‘M . City agld/State /&&A/
U 5. Mogistrate Jadeg Thevsan. A Cotiner « :
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

County of Kern RE: In support of
Criminal Complaint

Sheena Monae Porter
AFFIDAVIT

1. I, Anthony K. Sorensen, being duly sworn, hereby depose
and state as follows:

INTRODUCTION:

2. I have been involved in all aspects of this investigation
or have been advised of the specific details of the investigation
by other FBI agents. During the course of this investigation I
have interviewed and obtained information from officials with the
American Red Cross and Spherion.

3. From approximately August 25, 2005 to August 29, 2005, a
catastrophic hurricane (hereinafter Hurricane Katrina) struck the
gulf coast (from Florida to and including Louisiana) of the
United States. The damage caused by Hurricane Katrina was
unprecedented and resulted in the displacement of numerous
residents of the affected area.

4. I have learned during this investigation that, in an
effort to provide financial assistance to Hurricane Katrina
victims, numerous relief agencies have become involved in
administering relief funds and donations, for use by Hurricane
Katrina victims and intended to be utilized for day to day living
expenses (food, lodging, clothing and other necessities of life).

5. One of the relief agencies responsible for the
administraticn of relief funds as set forth above is the American
Red Cross (hereinafter the Red Cross). Relief funds available
through the Red Cross are originally maintained in a bank account
in Chicago Illinois.

6. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that, in order
to distribute relief funds, the Red Cross has arranged with
Western Union to distribute such funds. Western Union maintains
various branches throughout the United States, including but not
limited to Kern County and other wvarious counties within the
State and Eastern District of California. Such branches are
commonly located in convenience stores such as Fastrip and 7-11
stores for instance. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI
that funds are transferred from the Red Cross bank account in
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Chicago, Illinois, to Western Union and its various branches via
wire transfers that are made in interstate commerce and occur
between state lines.

7. Red Cross officials have also informed the FBI that,
shortly after Hurricane Katrina struck the United States, the Red
Cross set up a nationwide call center located in Bakersfield,
California, which is within the State and Eastern District of
California, for the purpose of assisting eligible hurricane
Katrina victims (hereinafter claimants) in obtaining and
receiving relief funds as described in paragraph four above.

8. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that the call
center in Bakersfield, California, is the largest of two national
call centers set up by the Red Cross to field calls from victims
of Hurricane Katrina. The call center in Bakersfield,
California, 1is manned by temporary workers employed by Spherion,
a staffing services company.

9. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that the
purpose of the call center is to distribute relief funds to
victims who were in the direct path of the hurricane, and who may
have been forced or otherwise required to evacuate their homes.
When claimants who were victims of the disaster contact the call
center they are asked questions to verify that they are eligible
for relief. These qguestions include guestions concerning the
claimants place of residence, including zip code, at the time
Hurricane Katrina struck the United States.

10. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that
Hurricane Katrina victims are verified as eligible to receive Red
Cross disaster relief funds after their pre-disaster address has
been verified as within the zip codes determined by Red Cross to
be affected by Katrina. If the victim claims to be from an
affected zip code, call center employees are instructed to check
the victim's address in Choicepoint to validate it. Choicepoint
is a business that provides information, typically via the
Internet, including confirmation of a named persons’s address.
This information is based upon a public records compilation
maintained by ChoicePoint. After the information is verified
through Choicepoint, the recipients information is entered into
the Red Cross processing system using an internet browser
connection and a claim number is generated, thereby resulting in
interstate communication. Specifically, I have been informed by
Red Cross officials that each specific claim number is generated
and transmitted in the Red Cross processing center located at
Falls Church, Virginia. Therefore, every claim number sent to
the Red Cross call center in Bakersfield, California is an
interstate wire communication.
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11. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that if it is
determined that a claimant is eligible for relief, the claimant
is given a uniqgue claim number they can use to claim money from
any Western Union store nationwide. The amount of money claimants
are provided is determined by the size of their family. A single
claimant is entitled to $360, whereas a claimant with a family of
five or more is entitled to $1565. These funds are intended to
assist displaced victims/claimants with day-to-day living
expenses, rather than pay for actual property damage or loss.

PROBABLE CAUSE FOR NAMED DEFENDANT: Sheena Monae Porter

12. On or about October 1, 2005, Khaled Shakta, manager of
the Fast Stop, 1700 Niles Street, contacted the Rakersfield FBI
office. Shakta advised that an unknown female, later identified
as Miko Shannia Nobles, had entered the Fast Stop Market and was
attempting to utilize Western Union transaction number 1-
B7QF0101001 to receive Hurricane Katrina relief funds from the
Red Cross in the name of Tina Brown. Shakta advised that the
female was trying to obtain funds from the Red Cross and he did
not believe that she was a real victim.

13. I responded to the Fast Stop Market and made contact
with Miko Shannia Nobles, born 2/13/1983. Nobles informed me
that she had been given the unique claim number by Sheena Porter,
her friend who works at the Red Cross call center. Nobles stated
that Porter had done this three other times and had called and
asked Nobles to help her collect $1565. It should be noted that
Porter and Nobles were traveling in the same vehicle together.

14. I asked Sheena Porter if she worked at the Red Cross
call center and she said that she does not know anything about
the Red Cross. I then showed my FBI credentials to Porter and
explained to her that it is against the law to lie to a federal
agent. I explained to Porter that I had been working with the
Red Cross and could find out if she works there at the Red Cross
call center. Porter admitted that she worked at the call center
but stated that she had no idea how Nobles got the unique claim
number and was just giving her a ride. Later inquiry with Red
Cross showed that claim number 1-B7QF0101001 was processed by
Sheena Monae Porter at 3:15pm on 10/1/2005. This claim was in
the name of Tina Brown, the same name that Nobles was using in
attempt to claim the funds. Based upon this statement, I believe
Porter provided the above referenced claim number to Miko Shannia
Nobles for the purpose of submitting the false claim to Western
Union and engaging in Wire Fraud.

15. I am familiar with the payment system in place between

the Red Cross and Western Union. 1 have been informed that each
time a claim number is presented at a Western Union branch that
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Western Union performs an electronic verification to confirm the
PIN represents a Red Cross claim for payment. Western Union
representatives have informed the FBI that such inquiries are
transmitted electronically (by means of a wire communication) to
one of two Western Union database/computer record centers located
in the states of Texas and Missouri for the purposes of verifying
the transaction. Upon completing the verification, the reguest
is electronically forwarded tc the Western Union Center located
in Charlotte, North Carolina, where the Red Cross funds are
released.

Based on the above information I believe that probable cause
exists to conclude that on Octcber 1, 2005 Sheena Monae Porter
attempted to received funds from an on-going fraud scheme through
and involving an interstate wire transfer in violation of Title
18, United States Code, Section(s) 1343.

Wherefore, based upon the facts and circumstances and
information, I submit there is probable cause to believe that
defendant, Sheena Monae Porter, has violated Title 18, United
States, Code, Section 1343, which makes it a crime to participate
in a scheme to defraud by the use of interstate communications.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the
United States that the foregoing is and cgrrect to the best
of my knowledge and belief. ;//@

s (\Z 6«.:.'_.)“«*\\_'

£
Anthony K. Sorensen
Special Agent, Federal Rureau
Of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subgcribed in my. presgnce, this 3rd
day of October, 2005. /{jgz;ééddL//i:;y

Theresa A. Goldde
Uhited States Magistrate Judge
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AQ 91 {Rev. 10/95) Criminal Complaint

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

EASTERN  DISTRICTOF CALIFORNIA

oOu.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
V.

Miko Shannia Nobles \
CASE NUMBER;S-‘OS—M\/—Ooaﬁ'Z TAG

CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

{Name and Address of Oefendant}

I, the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the following is true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief. On or about October 1, 2005, in the County of Kern, State and Eastern
District of California, and elsewhere, the defendant did,

» Devisc and intend to devise a scheme and artifice to defraud, or for obtaining money by false and fraudulent pretenses
and representations, and did transmit or cause to be transmitted in interstate communications by means of wire or radio,
including but not limited to telephone and other methods, a writing, sign, signal or sound for the purposc of executing such
scheme and artifice to defraud and te obtain money by false and fraudulent pretenscs,

in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section{s} 1343. | further state that |
am a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and that
this complaint is based on the following facts:

»  Please see attached affidavit which is on the attached sheet and m

\/—' Loy

%aw{é of Complainant Anthony K. Sorensen,
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sworn to before me, and subscribed in my presence ® A—

October 3, 2005 at DBakersfield, California

State

Date 4,"1’ 2'0.§ ’P»M. City ¢

7h/£/a¢d~/4 . MM 2

Sigli

lutge/ of Judicial Officer




UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

County of Kern RE: In support of
Criminal Complaint

Miko Shannia Nobles
AFFIDAVIT

1. I, Anthony K. Sorensen, being duly sworn, hereby depose
and state as follows:

INTRODUCTICN:

2. I have been involved in all aspects of this investigation
or have been advised of the specific details of the investigation
by other FBI agents. During the course of this investigation I
have interviewed and obtained information from officials with the
American Red Cross and Spherion.

3. From approximately August 25, 2005 to August 29, 2005, a
catastrophic hurricane (hereinafter Hurricane Katrina) struck the
gulf coast (from Florida to and including Louisiana) of the
United States. The damage caused by Hurricane Katrina was
unprecedented and resulted in the displacement of numerous
residents of the affected area.

4. I have learned during this investigation that, in an
effort to provide financial assistance to Hurricane Xatrina
victims, numerous relief agencies have become involved in
administering relief funds and donations, for use by Hurricane
Katrina victims and intended to be utilized for day to day living
expenses (food, lodging, clothing and other necessities of life).

5. One of the relief agencies responsible for the
administration of relief funds as set forth above is the American
Red Cross [(hereinafter the Red Cross). Relief funds available
through the Red Cross are originally maintained in a bank account
in Chicago Illinois.

6. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that, in order
to distribute relief funds, the Red Cross has arranged with
Western Union to distribute such funds. Western Union maintains
various branches throughout the United States, including but not
limited to Kern County and other various counties within the
State and Eastern District of California. Such branches are
commonly located in convenience stores such as Fastrip and 7-11
stores for instance. Red Cross officials have informed the FBT
that funds are transferred from the Red Cross bank account in



Chicago, Illinois, to Western Union and its various branches via
wire transfers that are made in interstate commerce and occur
between state lines.

7. Red Cross officials have alsc informed the FBI that,
shortly after Hurricane Katrina struck the United States, the Red
Cross set up a nationwide call center located in Bakersfield,
California, which is within the State and Eastern District of
California, for the purpose of assisting eligible hurricane
Katrina victims (hereinafter claimants) in obtaining and
receiving relief funds as described in paragraph four above.

8. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that the call
center in Bakersfield, California, is the largest of two national
call centers set up by the Red Cross to field calls from victims
of Hurricane Katrina. The call center in Bakersfield,
California, is manned by temporary workers employed by Spherion,
a staffing services company.

9. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that the
purpose of the call center is to distribute relief funds to
victims who were in the direct path of the hurricane, and who may
have been forced or otherwise required to evacuate their homes.
When claimants who were victims of the disaster contact the call
center they are asked guestions to verify that they are eligible
for relief. These questions include guestions concerning the
claimants place of residence, including zip code, at the time
Hurricane Katrina struck the United States.

10. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that
Hurricane Katrina victims are verified as eligible to receive Red
Cross disaster relief funds after their pre-disaster address has
been verified as within the zip codes determined by Red Cross to
be affected by Katrina. If the victim claims to be from an
affected zip code, call center employees are instructed to check
the victim's address in Choicepoint to 'validate it. Choicepoint
is a business that provides information, typically via the
Internet, including confirmation of a named persons’s address.
This information is based upon a public records compilation
maintained by ChoicePoint. After the information is verified
through Choicepoint, the recipient’s information is entered into
the Red Cross processing system using an internet browser
connection and a claim number is generated, thereby resulting in
interstate communication. Specifically, I have been informed by
Red Cross officials that each specific claim number is generated
and transmitted in the Red Cross processing center located at
Falls Church, Virginia. Therefore, every claim number sent to
the Red Cross call center in Bakersfield, California is an
interstate wire communication.
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11. Red Cross officials have informed the FBI that if it is
determined that a claimant is eligible for relief, the claimant
is given a unigue claim number they can use to claim money from
any Western Union store nationwide. The amount of money claimants
are provided is determined by the size of their family. A single
claimant ig entitled to $360, whereas a claimant with a family of
five or more is entitled to $1565. These funds are intended to
assist displaced victims/claimants with day-to-day living
expenses, rather than pay for actual property damage or loss.

PROBABLE CAUSE FOR NAMED DEFENDANT: Miko Shannia Nobles

12. On or about October 1, 2005, Khaled Shakta, manager of
the Past Stop, 1700 Niles Street, contacted the Bakersfield FBI
cffice. Shakta advised that an unknown female, later identified
as Miko Shannia Nobles, had entered the Fast Stop Market and was
attempting to utilize Western Union transaction number 1-
B7QF0101001 to receive Hurricane Katrina relief funds from the
Red Cross in the name of Tina Brown. Shakta advised that the
female was trying to obtain funds from the Red Cross and he did
not believe that she was a real victim.

13. I responded to the Fast Stop Market and made contact
with Miko Shannia Nobles, born 2/13/1983. Nobles informed me
that she had been given the claim number by her friend Sheena
Porter who works at the call center. Nobles stated that Porter
had done this three cther times and had called and asked Nobles
to help her collect $1565. Upon a post arrest interview with
Nobles and after she was advised of her Miranda rights and agreed
to waive those rights in writing, Nobles informed me that she was
going to pay Porter $600 and Nobles was going to keep the

remaining $965. When I asked Nobles if she had ever lived in
Louisiana she said, "Hell no." I also asked her if she was
entitled to the money she also responded, "Hell no." Based upon

the above information, I believe that Nobles was not a Hurricane
Katrina victim and, therefore, was not eligible to receive relief
funds from the Red Cross. Based upon this admission, Miko
Shannia Nobles aided and abetted the call center employee in
making an interstate communication in furtherance of the fraud.

14. I am also familiar with the payment system in place
between the Red Cross and Western Union. I have been informed
that each time a claim number is presented at a Western Union
branch that Western Unicn performs an electronic verification to
confirm the PIN represents a Red Cross claim for payment.
Western Union representatives have informed the FBI that such
inquiries are transmitted electronically (by means of a wire
communication) to one of two Western Union database/computer
record centers located in the states of Texas and Missouri for
the purposes of verifying the transaction. Upon completing the
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verification, the reguest is electronically forwarded to the
Western Union Center located in Charlotte, North Carolina, where
the Red Cross funds are released.

Based on the above information I believe that probable cause
exists to conclude that on October 1, 2005 Miko Shannia Nobles
attempted to received funds from an on-going fraud scheme through
and involving an interstate wire transfer in violation of Title
18, United States Code, Section(g) 1343.

Wherefore, based upon the facts and circumstances and
information, I submit there is probable cause to believe that
defendant, Miko Shannia Nobles, has violated Title 18, United
States, Code, Section 1343, which makes it a crime to participate
in a scheme to defraud by the use of interstate communications.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the
United States that the foregoing is t and correct to the best
of my knowledge and belief. “7//”

Antﬁony K. Sorensen
Special Agent, Federal Bureau
Of Investigation

————

Sworn to before me, and subsgribed in my presgence, this 3rd
day of October, 2005.

i e
Tieresa A. Gol#éne
United States/Magistrate Judge




